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This book provides a long-overdue look at
the challenges and rewards of nonromantic
friendships between women and men.
Drawing from a range of literature and her
own extensive research, the author presents
her examination of these relationships in a
clear organizational framework. Topics
covered include the everyday dynamics of
cross-sex friendships and their societal
effects and influences. The author also
explores ways that these relationships are
developed and maintained, and ways they
may come to an end. Illustrated with
numerous interviews and segments of
conversations between male and female
friends, the book offers important insight
into such issues as gender-role
expectancies, relationship norms and goals,
and cultural assumptions about friendship
and sexuality.
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